
JANUARY 2016 

Puma Team, 

 

 Today is the official first day of winter and I’m very happy with the temper-

atures during the first half of the month.  The kids sure have enjoyed being able 

to get outside for fresh air during recess!   

 Congratulations to Mrs. Antey and her fourth period honors social studies 

class.  Thirty-three eighth grade students competed at the Indiana We The Peo-

ple:  “The Citizen and the Constitution” state finals competition held at Union 

Station in Indianapolis on Tuesday, November 15th.  Students were grouped into 

six units (teams) and two PUMA teams earned STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS!  Prior to 

the state finals, schools competed at regional competition and were narrowed 

down to fourteen teams representing four regions in Indiana.  Each school had 

six teams to discuss and defend six units of study dealing with the constitution 

and current affairs.  Unit Three State Champions are:  Mackenzie Groben, Kenne-

dy Dannheiser, Kaitlynn Mitchell-Grisham, Whitney Reiter, Victoria Garland, and 

Allison Herr.  Unit Five State Champions are:  Owen O’Reilly, Tensei Nakamura, 

Sydney Krietemeyer, Carson Tipton, and Shannon Lindsey.  The students did a 

superb job and represented their families and Helfrich Park extremely well.  I am 

very proud of their dedication and hard work. 

 The third grading period has ended and I am very pleased with many of the 

students’ efforts.  The teachers push the kids to do their best, and sometimes 

this may be out of their comfort zone, but with our enrichment period at the end 

of each day and homework time, students have every opportunity to perform to 

the best of their abilities and succeed well academically. 

 Kudos to our terrific PUMA dance and cheer squads for their performances 

at home games during the basketball season.  They put much time and effort in 

honing their skills for their performances.  Outstanding work ladies! 

 On behalf of the PUMA staff, I’d like to wish all of our families and students 

a very Merry Christmas and happy and prosperous New Year.  Enjoy the break to 

relax, play games and have a lot of fun family time. 

 

   

     Mac 



Science:  We are finishing up the study about space.  They learned about the planets; moon phases; the relation-
ship of the Sun, Moon, Earth, our galaxy, and how the atmosphere is critical to our existence on Earth.   The stu-
dents have participated in several hands-on labs in the classroom, demonstrating our movement in space.  The stu-
dents have also enjoyed some songs that help them remember the planet order and phases of the moon. 
 
Math:  Sixth graders have become very good at Order of Operations. They have been working on reading, writing, and evaluating 
expressions using different properties. Mrs. Hall’s honors class has been writing and solving equations. Mrs. Humm’s advanced hon-
ors class is preparing for a semester review and midterm.  Please help make sure your child is prepared for class by having a pencil 
and his or her math homework done each day. We will also begin using calculators in January.  TI-30X is preferred and they make 
great gifts!  Thank you for your help, and have a wonderful winter break! 
 
Language Arts:  Classes finished the Zachary Beaver novel and enjoyed watching the movie version of this story. We are now work-
ing on poetry. The students have been introduced to a variety of poets while focusing on elements of poetry such as sound devices, 
figurative language, mood, and style. We also recently finished our second round of Acuity testing. Achieve 3000 articles and activi-
ties continue twice weekly.  
 
Social Studies:  We are continuing the study of ancient civilizations: Mayan, Aztec, and Inca. The students have learned about many 
aspects of these cultures, including daily life, social structure, religion, and achievements. Over winter break, please re-stock your 
child with paper, pencils, and pens so we get off to a great start in January.  Happy Holidays from the 6th grade team!   
 
Congratulations to the following Citizens of the Week:   Kelsie Clay, Haley Mattes, Alex Cooper, Francis Miller, Brianna Hoffman, 
Aaliah Raleigh, Bryce Littrell, Kayden Pierson, Alexandria Donahay, Nolan Eickhoff, Heather Elpers, and Tyler Jenkins. 

6TH GRADE STARS 

We hope  you have a wonderful Christmas break!  To start the year off, the girls are 

going to finish up their unit in the Weight Room while the boys are out playing Floor 

Hockey in the gym.  After we are finished with our units, the girls will work on the 

Floor Hockey and the boys will go to the Weight Room.  Have a Happy New Year! 

      Mrs. Redd and Mr. Mahan 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

MUSIC PROGRAMS 

Congrats to Logan Combs, Mikehl Adamson, Elias 

Courter, Jesse Meier, Aubrey Schneider, and Jaden 

Brown for your recent tour and performances in Nash-

ville as a part of the EVSC Middle School Honors 

band!  You represent Helfrich Park STEM Academy 

very well!   

Middle School 
Honors Band Concert 

January 7, 2016 
7 PM 

North Junior High 

Correction:  In the December newsletter Mr. Clark was not mentioned as our Orchestra 

Director.  Mr. Clark does a wonderful job leading the orchestra students.  We appreciate all of the extra 
effort and time that he spends teaching the students. 



Science: After Christmas break, students will get information about the upcoming science fair in March. Students 
should choose projects they find interesting! Permission slips will be coming home soon!  Students will start exploring Earth Science. 
They will learn about the composition of the Earth and the forces that shape it. Topics to be studied include: soil composition, rocks and 
minerals, geologic time, and plate tectonics. 

Math:  Mr. Hartmann and Mrs. Todd have had a great finish to 2015. The kids have a great knowledge of proportions and ratios after 
our work in November and December. Students finished with a midterm exam spanning the first half of the school year. Congratulations 
to all students who improved on Acuity B! 

Honors Math:  Classes have learned about linear equations and functions.  They will be putting that knowledge to work when working 
with systems of equations this month.  This will include looking at tables, graphs, and equations. 

ELA:  We are beginning to read poetry, myths, and legends in Literature. Also, we are analyzing figurative language in the poems. For 
English, we are working on responses to literature and poetry. 
 
Social Studies will be wrapping up their Ancient China Unit and beginning their studies of the world’s three religions that started in 
Southwest Asia: Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.  
 
Mrs. Antey’s U.S. History classes will be embarking their National History Day Competition projects! This year’s theme is “Exploration, 
Encounter, Exchange”.  We will also pay special attention to Indiana history this semester and learn about our Hoosier Heritage through-
out our studies.  
 
Congratulations to the following Citizens of the Week:  Anna Gollaher, Marissa Oatess, Derrick Jenkins, Braydon Litteken, Devin Ben-
nett, Amanda Kessler, Sarah Smith, Jeffrey Peckenpaugh, Bailey Martin, Samantha Marcrum, Johnthan Payne, and Cooper Thompson. 

7TH GRADE M&M’S 

State participants were:  Zion Greenwell, Carson Tipton, Tensei Nakamura, Amanda Meuth, Isaac 
Simms, Arshdeep Singh, Kyle Hartmann, Wade Schneider, Allison Herr, Sydney Krietemeyer, Victo-
ria Garland, Hannah Bryan, Luke Sergesketter, Kennedy Dannheiser, Jack Weinzapfel, Owen O’Reil-
ly, Jasmine Robbins, Eric Dietsch, Kaitlynn Mitchell-Grisham, Zelfea Barchett, Mackenzie Groben, 
Alivia Schroeder, Claire Mattes, Shannon Lindsey, Emily Jarvis, Natalie Yeh, Lela Curtis, Brooklynn 

Pace, Olivia Frayer, Sydney Smith, Grace Paul, Whitney Reiter.  Not pictured are Madison Moss-
berger and teacher Mrs. Amanda (Prindle) Antey.  Awesome team of students! 

WE THE PEOPLE 

Congratulations to Mrs. Bateman and her kids for earning an Achieve 3000 National Award.  Excellent work! 

 Mackenzie  

     Groben 

 

Kennedy  

     Dannheiser 

 

Kaitlynn Mitchell- 

     Grisham 

 

Whitney Reiter 

 

Victoria Garland 

 

Allison Herr 

UNIT THREE STATE CHAMPS! 

 Owen O’Reilly 

 

Tensei Nakamura 

 

Sydney 

     Krietemeyer 

 

Carson Tipton 

 

Shannon Lindsey 

UNIT FIVE STATE CHAMPS! 



Science:   We have been working on finishing the chemistry unit.  The students have 
been learning many of the chemical elements, their symbols, how to balance chemical 
equations, and how to form ionic and covalent bonds.  After break we will begin our 
unit on genetics.  Science fair projects will also begin right after break.  Please help your child 
start thinking about a project that they would like to complete this year.   
 

Math:  Students are finishing up the semester with a unit on Linear Functions. Students have 
graphed functions and completed tables. The linear function is arguably the most important 
function in mathematics. It's one of the easiest functions to understand, and it often shows up 
when you least expect it. Because it is so nice, we often simplify more complicated functions 
into linear functions in order to understand aspects of the complicated functions.  Students 
have been working on how to write equations into slope-intercept form, y=mx + b, and under-
standing what m and b represent.   

 
ELA:  English and Literature are wrapping up the semester with vocabulary; poetry; and ISTEP 
concepts such as main idea, theme, and providing textual evidence. 

 
Social Studies:  Students are studying the first ten amendments of the Constitution known as 
the Bill of Rights.  A lot of excellent discussion and debate has followed learning about each 
amendment. 

 
Congratulations to the following Citizens of the Week:  Kennedy Dannheiser, Grant Holder, 
Shannon Lindsey, Nate Jourdan, Zion Greenwell, Kiley Gomez, Baylee Lynn, Owen O’Reilly, 
Josh Shrode, Whitney Reiter, Keegan Williams, and Bethanie Lynch. 

8TH GRADE G.8.T.O.R.S. 

ROBORALLY 

Congratulations to Jace Lemp, Jackson Law-

hon and Jimmy Schlacter for winning the Ro-

boRally competition against North Posey.  The 

team of Giovanni Hawles, Justin Hicks, and 

Josiah Williams placed second.  Aaryn Paler-

mo, Audrey Jost and Brianna Peak placed 

third.  Great work Pumas! 

From The  

Attendance  

Office 

Please call in sick for 
your student by 9 AM. At that time, please 
request any homework for your student 
that needs to be picked up after 3 PM that 
day.  Homework requested after 9 AM will 
be ready the following day.  Also, please re-
member to put your student’s name in their 
jackets and on their lunchboxes.   

Thank you. 

ENGINEERING/TECHNOLOGY 

In January, the engineering technology 

classes will be building and program-

ming robots.  Eighth grade will also fo-

cus on creating Rube Goldberg ma-

chines.  Seventh grade will be designing 

dragsters to make and race, and sixth 

grade will be creating electric circuits. 

http://mathinsight.org/definition/function


◄ December January  2016 February ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

          1 

  
NO SCHOOL 

2 
  

3 
  

4 
GRADING PERIOD  

4 BEGINS 
  
-PTSA MEETING 
@ 3 
 
-BOYS BASKET-
BALL PRACTICE 
(Res/Var) 2:30-5 
 
-Grade 6 BOYS 
BASKETBALL 
GAME @ HP AT 
5:30 

5 
-MATH TEAM 
2:30-4 
 
-BOYS BASKET-
BALL PRACTICE 
(res/var) 2:30-5 

6 
-PUMA CLASSIC 
TOURNAMENT 
(res/var boys basket-
ball) @ 4:30 PM 
 
-ART CLUB GRADE 
7 2:30-4 

7 
-SCIENCE ASB, 
DANCE TEAM 2:30-4 
 
-PUMA CLASSIC 
TOURNAMENT 
(res/var boys basket-
ball) @ 4:30 PM 
 
-MS HONORS BAND 
CONCERT @ NJH @ 
7 PM 
 
  
  

8 
-CHESS CLUB, ENG-
LISH TEAM, SOCIAL 
STUDIES TEAM 
2:30-4 
 
-BOYS BASKETBALL 
PRACTICE (res)  
2:30-5 
 
-BOYS BASKETBALL 
GAME (var only) @ 
CEDAR HALL (vs. 
Holy Rosary) @ 5 PM 

9 
  

10 
  

11 
-BOYS BASKET-
BALL PRACTICE 
(res/var) 2:30-5 
 
-CHOIR 2:30-4 

12 
-BOYS BASKET-
BALL GAME 
(res/var)  @ 
MCGARY @ 4:30 
 
-MATH TEAM,  
SCIENCE ASB, 
DANCE, GUITAR  
2:30-4 
 

13 
-STUDENT COUN-
CIL, ART CLUB 
GRADE 7    2:30-4 
 
-BOYS BASKET-
BALL PRACTICE 
(res/var)  2:30-5 
 

14 
-RESERVE BOYS 
BASKETBALL GAME 
VS PH @ 4:30 PM 
(HOME) 
 
-DANCE TEAM, SCI-
ENCE ASB 2:30-4 
PM 
  

15 
-FUN NIGHT 2:30-
4:30 
 
-STEM VISITS 
GRADE 6 
 

16 
  

17 
  

18 
  

NO SCHOOL 
 

-BOYS BASKET-
BALL PRACTICE: 
Varsity 10-11:30  
Reserve 1-3:00 

19 
-BOYS BASKET-
BALL GAME 
(var/res)  @ 
WASHINGTON @ 
4:30 
 
-DANCE TEAM, 
SCIENCE ASB, 
MATH TEAM, 
GUITAR CLUB 
2:30-4 
  

20 
  

21 
-BOYS BASKETBALL 
GAME (var/res)  @ 
NJH @ 4:30 
 
-DANCE TEAM, SCI-
ENCE ASB 2:30-4 
PM 

22 
-CHESS CLUB, ENG-
LISH TEAM, SOCIAL 
STUDIES TEAM    
2:30-4 
 
-BOYS BASKETBALL 
PRACTICE  
2:30-4 (var only) 

23 
  

24 
  

25 
-CHEER & DANCE 
COMP @ BOSSE 
@ 5:30 PM 
 
-BOYS BASKET-
BALL PRACTICE 
(var/res) 2:30-5 
 
-CHOIR 2:30-4 

26 
-DANCE TEAM, 
SCIENCE ASB, 
MATH TEAM, 
GUITAR CLUB, 
STUDENT COUN-
CIL     2:30-4 
 
-BOYS BASKET-
BALL PRACTICE 
(var/res) 2:30-5 
 

27 
-BOYS BASKET-
BALL PRACTICE 
(var/res) 2:30-5 
 
-ART CLUB GRADE 
7, ROBOTICS 
GRADES 6    2:30-4 
 

28 
-RESERVE BOYS 
BASKETBALL GAME 
(VS THOMPKINS) 
(var/res)  @ 4:30  
(HOME) 
 
-DANCE TEAM, SCI-
ENCE ASB @ 4 PM 
 

29 
-CHESS CLUB, ENG-
LISH TEAM, SOCIAL 
STUDIES TEAM    
2:30-4  
 
-BOYS BASKETBALL 
PRACTICE 
2:30-4 (var) 
2:30-5 (res) 

30 
  

31 
  
Notes: 
 
 
 

http://www.wincalendar.com/December-Calendar/December-2015-Calendar.html
http://www.wincalendar.com/February-Calendar/February-2016-Calendar.html

